
 

 

 ###  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 27, 2013      Media Contact:  Jennifer McEachern, ECD 
        Office: (615) 253-1852 
        Email:  jennifer.mceachern@tn.gov  
 

 
GOVERNOR HASLAM ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FOR 

POLK COUNTY 
Grant to Assist with Water Line Extensions 

 
COPPERHILL – Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam announced Polk County is a recipient of a Community 
Development Block Grant that will assist with water line extensions. The project will allow Polk 
County to meet one of its top priorities of ensuring safe drinking water for all of its residents. 
 
“Community Development Block Grants have such a large impact on our rural communities, and I’m 
happy to see that with this funding, Polk County will be able to help 22 households connect to public 
water,” Haslam said. “Having the proper infrastructure in place can substantially enhance 
communities and the lives of its residents.” 
 
The funds were allocated under a procedure authorized by the Tennessee General Assembly. 
Allocation of CDBG funds is based on priorities set at local levels where community needs are best 
known. The CDBG program is administered in Tennessee by the Department of Economic and 
Community Development. 
 
The grant was approved following an application by Polk County and is supported by Sen. Mike Bell, 
Rep. Eric Watson and Mayor Hoyt Firestone. 
 
U.S. Rep. Chuck Fleischmann also aided in securing the funds. 
 
Details on the project and funding include: 

 
Community Project CDBG 

Amount  
Local Funds Total Amount for 

Project 

Polk County Water Line Extensions $500,000 $333,315 $833,315 

 
Additional CDBG recipients will be announced in the upcoming months. 
 
About the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development  
The Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development’s mission is to develop 
strategies which help make Tennessee the No. 1 location in the Southeast for high quality jobs. The 
department seeks to attract new corporate investment in Tennessee and works with Tennessee 
companies to facilitate expansion and economic growth. Find us on the web: tn.gov/ecd.  Follow us 
on Twitter: @tnecd.  Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/tnecd.   
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